VIII

IN order to grasp the complete set-up of all
phases of the U.S.S.R., and the relations and in-
fluence they have upon each other, it is important
to scrutinize more closely the mechanism of the
political situation and the government. Even in
free, democratic countries the economic and social
life are not only closely interwoven with the politi-
cal structure of these countries, but their trend is
greatly influenced and modified by its workings.

The influence of the political structure is vastly
greater in a totalitarian or a dictatorial regime. Its
force is felt in dictatorial countries like Germany
and Italy, where, although factories and the tools
of production are privately owned, not only the
working hours, conditions, and wages are desig-
nated by this regime, but the method, degree, and
intensity of production and its management are
regulated and prescribed by the government. But
its Influence is far greater in Russia, where the
dictator not only dominates the policies of eco-
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